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Aquarelle Painting Techniques: A Complete Guide for
Beginners and Beyond

prominentpainting.com/aquarelle-painting-techniques/

Aquarelle painting, also known as watercolor painting, is one of the most accessible yet
challenging art forms. The dance between water, pigment, and paper creates a magical
transparency that can capture light like no other medium. Whether you’re picking up a
brush for the first time or looking to enhance your skills, mastering aquarelle painting
techniques will open up a world of artistic possibilities. From basic washes to complex
layering methods, this guide will walk you through essential watercolor approaches that
can transform your artistic journey.

Key Points:

https://prominentpainting.com/aquarelle-painting-techniques/
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Aquarelle and watercolor are the same medium, with aquarelle being the French
term
Watercolor techniques rely on understanding the relationship between water,
pigment, and paper
Basic techniques include wet-on-wet, wet-on-dry, and layering
Control of water is essential for successful aquarelle painting
Special effects like salt textures can create unique visual interest
Quality brushes and paper significantly impact your results

Understanding Aquarelle Painting Techniques

The fluid beauty of wet-on-wet aquarelle painting technique

Aquarelle painting is beloved for its luminous quality, created by transparent pigments that
allow light to reflect off the white paper beneath. Unlike opaque mediums like acrylic or
oil, aquarelle relies on transparency and the strategic preservation of white space. The
foundation of all aquarelle techniques involves understanding how water, pigment, and
paper interact.

Essential Supplies for Aquarelle Painting

Before diving into techniques, gathering the right supplies will set you up for success:

Watercolor Paper:
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100% cotton paper (professional grade)
At least 140lb/300gsm weight
Available in cold press (textured), hot press (smooth), or rough

Brushes:

Round brushes (sizes 2, 6, 10)
Flat brush (3/4 inch)
Rigger or liner brush for details
Natural hair (sable) or synthetic-natural blend

Paints:

Artist-quality watercolors contain more pigment
Student-grade is more affordable for beginners
Available in tubes or pans

Additional Supplies:

Palette for mixing colors
Water containers (at least two)
Paper towels or cotton cloth
Masking tape or board to stretch paper
Masking fluid for preserving white areas

“Aquarelle is not about controlling the paint, but rather learning to dance with
the water.”


Jean Haines, watercolor artist

Basic Aquarelle Painting Techniques

Wet-on-Wet Technique

https://amzn.to/4lNeUYa
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The wet-on-wet technique involves applying paint to already dampened paper, creating
soft, diffused edges as the pigment flows freely across the wet surface.

How to perform wet-on-wet:

1. Wet your paper evenly with clean water using a large brush
2. While the paper is still damp (but not pooling), apply your watercolor
3. Watch as the color blooms and spreads organically
4. Add additional colors while the paper remains wet for beautiful blends

This technique is perfect for painting skies, water, and backgrounds. It creates
atmospheric effects impossible to achieve with other methods. The key is timing—too wet
and colors will blend completely; too dry and the paint won’t flow.

Wet-on-Dry Technique
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Mastering negative space in aquarelle art through white
preservation

As the name suggests, wet-on-dry involves applying wet paint to dry paper. This
technique gives you more control and produces more defined edges.

Best uses for wet-on-dry:

Creating distinct shapes and lines
Adding details to a painting
Building layers after initial washes have dried
Developing contrast in specific areas

Wet-on-dry allows for precision work and is essential for detailed elements like branches,
architectural features, or facial details in portraits.

Layering and Glazing
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Creating precise details with aquarelle wet-on-dry method

Layering, also called glazing, is the application of transparent layers of color, one over
another, after each previous layer has dried completely.

Steps for successful layering:

1. Start with light, diluted washes
2. Allow each layer to dry completely
3. Apply subsequent layers with increasingly concentrated pigment
4. Build depth gradually rather than all at once

Layering is how watercolor artists create depth and complexity. A landscape might start
with a pale blue sky, followed by distant mountains in blue-gray, then middle-ground trees,
and finally foreground details—each layer adding richness to the scene.

Intermediate Aquarelle Techniques

Preserving White Space

Unlike other painting mediums, aquarelle relies on the white of the paper for highlights.
There are several methods to preserve these white areas:

Painting Around:
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Carefully paint around areas you want to keep white
Requires planning and precision
Best for larger white areas

Masking Fluid:

Apply to areas you wish to preserve white
Let dry completely before painting over it
Remove by gently rubbing when paint is dry
Perfect for complex shapes or small details

Lifting:

Reactivate dry paint with a damp brush
Blot with paper towel or tissue
Works best with non-staining pigments
Used for creating highlights after painting

Learning to preserve white space is one of the most challenging yet essential aquarelle
painting techniques for beginners.

Creating Textures

Watercolor offers unique opportunities to create texture through various techniques:

Salt Technique:

1. Apply a moderately wet wash of color
2. While still damp (but not pooling), sprinkle salt onto the paint
3. Let dry completely before brushing away the salt
4. Observe the crystalline patterns left behind

Plastic Wrap:

https://prominentpainting.com/getting-started-with-watercolors/
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1. Apply a wet wash of color
2. Place crumpled plastic wrap on the wet surface
3. Allow to dry completely before removing
4. Creates organic, veined patterns

Sponging: Using natural sponges to dab color onto paper creates textural effects perfect
for foliage, clouds, or rocky surfaces. For more on this technique, check out this guide on
watercolor sponge texture techniques.

Advanced Aquarelle Painting Techniques

Essential color mixing methods for vibrant aquarelle
landscapes

Color Mixing and Palette Control

Successful aquarelle painting relies on thoughtful color mixing rather than using colors
straight from the tube. Understanding how to create a harmonious palette will elevate
your paintings:

Limited Palette Approach:

Work with just 6-8 colors
Learn to mix the full spectrum from these few colors
Creates natural color harmony throughout your painting

Many professional aquarelle artists use a split primary palette with a warm and cool
version of each primary color. For a comprehensive guide on color theory, visit color
theory basics.

https://prominentpainting.com/watercolor-sponge-texture-the-ultimate-guide-to-artistic-magic/
https://prominentpainting.com/color-theory-basics/
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Controlling Water Content

The hallmark of masterful aquarelle painting is understanding the water-to-pigment ratio:

Water Content Guide:

Technique Water:Pigment Ratio Best For

Wet wash 70:30 Skies, large backgrounds

Juicy wash 50:50 Mid-ground elements

Damp wash 30:70 Details, definition

Dry brush 10:90 Texture, sharp details

Learning to control water is perhaps the most crucial skill in aquarelle painting. Too much
water creates blooms and unintended runs; too little prevents the luminous quality
watercolor is known for.

Common Challenges and Solutions

Fixing Mistakes in Aquarelle Painting

Unlike acrylic or oil, watercolor mistakes can be challenging to fix, but not impossible:

For Corrections:

Lift color while still wet using a dry brush or paper towel
Use a slightly damp brush to lift dry paint (works best with non-staining pigments)
For stubborn areas, try a small amount of lifting solution on a cotton swab

For more detailed guidance on fixing watercolor mistakes, check out this comprehensive
guide.

Preventing Paper Buckling

Watercolor paper tends to buckle when wet. Here’s how to prevent it:

Stretching Paper:

1. Soak your paper in water for 2-3 minutes
2. Lay flat on a board and tape edges with gummed paper tape
3. Allow to dry completely before painting
4. The paper will remain flat during painting

Alternatively, use heavier paper (300lb/640gsm) which resists buckling even without
stretching.

https://prominentpainting.com/fix-watercolor-mistakes-turn-oops-into-masterpieces/
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Inspiration and Learning Resources

Developing your aquarelle skills takes practice and inspiration. Consider these resources:

Follow contemporary watercolor artists on Instagram
Join online watercolor communities for feedback
Take a video tutorial on essential techniques
Study works by watercolor masters like John Singer Sargent and Winslow Homer
Practice regularly with small studies rather than attempting complex paintings
immediately

Conclusion

Mastering aquarelle painting techniques is a lifelong journey that offers endless creative
possibilities. From the fluid magic of wet-on-wet to the precise control of wet-on-dry, each
technique opens new artistic doors. Remember that the essence of aquarelle lies in
embracing water’s natural properties rather than fighting against them. With practice and
patience, you’ll develop the confidence to let the water and pigment do their dance across
the paper, guiding rather than controlling them. Keep exploring these aquarelle painting
techniques, and you’ll discover your unique voice in this captivating medium.

For more watercolor inspiration, check out our guide on mastering watercolor
transparency or explore our complete guide to painting techniques for beginners and
beyond.

https://prominentpainting.com/watercolor-mastery-awaits-video-tutorial-on-essential-techniques/
https://prominentpainting.com/the-secret-to-john-singer-sargents-watercolor-technique/
https://prominentpainting.com/winslow-homer-mastering-watercolors-with-bold-strokes-and-light/
https://prominentpainting.com/mastering-watercolor-transparency-unlock-the-magic-of-painting/
https://prominentpainting.com/painting-techniques-for-beginners-beyond-from-basic-strokes-to-advanced-styles/

